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A SEASON OF 
THANKSGIVING  

November is a month we often take time out to count our blessings.  
This year, this seems an even more important task.  Looking at what 
the year 2020 has brought us, there is a lot of woe and worry that 
weighs heavy on our hearts.  I believe, if we take time out each day, 
five or ten minutes or so, to specifically recount things in our lives 
that we are thankful for, a few different things will happen.  First, by 
taking time out daily to specifically name the things we are thankful 
for, we become more aware of the blessings in our lives, cultivating an 
internal mindset of thankskgiving, hope, and happiness. Then, once 
we internalize our thankfulness, we should share our thankfulness 
with others.  By sharing especially how thankful we are for others in 
our lives, we help them have something more to be thankful for, as 
they feel more appreciated.  Ultimately, the third thing that can 
happen if enough people within a social circle participate in this, it 
will create an ethos, or culture of thankfulness. As a group, we will 
become uplifted, supported, internally and outwardly, growing in our 
thankfulness. 

From this standpoint, it is easy to praise the Lord, and 
recognize God as the provider of our many blessings.  As a 
community of faith, when we approach God with an attitude of 
gratefulness and appreciation, we properly humble ourselves and 
recognize God as the creator and sustainer of all that is.  We share in 
our witness to our community at large as we become a people firmly 
rooted and grounded in our relation to the Lord, and our recognition 
of the Lord’s blessings in our lives daily.   

I pray that each of you finds peace this season.  That you have many things to be thankful 
for, whether you see them at first, or not.  That you can grow to be ever more thankful for the 
work of the Holy Spirit in your lives each and every day.  We are a truly blessed community of 
faith.  I am eternally grateful for the opportunity I have to be your Pastor.  It is an honor and a 
privilege to work alongside you as we all continue to grow in our Christian faith.  Each day, I stand 
in awe at the people of this church, their faithfulness through this season of life, and their 
willingness to bend and swerve, adapting and thriving.  May God continually pour out blessings 
upon each of us, and may we become ever more aware of these blessings, and give God the glory 
for all these and more.  Amen. 

 
In Christ, 
Pastor Matt   
  

PSALM 100: 
Make a joyful noise to 
the LORD, all the earth. 
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    Worship 
the LORD with gladness; 
    come into his presence 
with singing. 
3 Know that the LORD is 
God. 
    It is he that made us, 
and we are his;[a] 
    we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving, 
    and his courts with 
praise. 
    Give thanks to him, 
bless his name. 
5 For the LORD is good; 
    his steadfast love 
endures forever, 
    and his faithfulness to 
all generations. 
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