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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK   
Rev. Mathew Enzler 
 
 

 
We have now been out of our church building for over 2 months.  To many, 
this seems like a lifetime.  We long for our gatherings, the feelings of 
community, a sense of commonality, a communal identity, a sense of 
belonging.  We miss the music, the coffee, the baked goods, the gatherings.  
Our church building is a tool that allows us to do many important and 
meaningful things that are a part of our ministry. 

But a church building is just that, a building, a tool to be used.  It is not the 
only tool we have to accomplish our objectives.  A church is much more 
than the building.  A Church is a community of believers in Christ who 
believe in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and profess their faith in both 
word and deed. 

Our church community in thriving in the face of this closure of our building.  
We have taken on new tasks to help meet the needs of our community.  
Several members have reported taking on ͞chores͟ like shopping for their 
neighbors, or helping somebody renegotiate their cable bill for a better 
package at a reduced rate.  Members are manufacturing Personal 
Protective Equipment both for members of our community, as well as 
medical service providers. And we have created a circle of connection, 
ensuring that those members of our church who live alone have at least 
weekly contact, and somebody to look after them.  I am proud of how our 
church has stepped up in this time. 

Still, as time goes on, and we see businesses start to open, there will be a 
strong urge to return to business as usual.  As you can read in the Bishops 
Address (next article), I am proud to report to you that GNJ has set the goal that no United Methodist 
Church or activity be the source of any COVID-19 outbreaks. 

I have heard other evangelists say, ͞the Lord will protect us,͟ while some have relied on their high view 
of the Providence of the Lord, saying ͞if it is God͛s will we get the virus, so be it.͟  As Methodists, we 
have a moderate view of the providence of God, believing God is active and present in the world 
through the Holy Spirit, but also that we have a high degree of free will and choice, and are responsible 
for the consequences of our choices.  We also hold the sanctity of human life to the utmost. 

In the last week, our nation has surpassed 100,000 deaths to the COVID-10 virus.  It is important that we 
take time to pause, reflect, and remember that each of these lives is a person, with a story, a 

 LUKE 4: 9:13 

The devil led him to Jerusalem 
and had him stand on the 
highest point of the temple. “If 
you are the Son of God,” he 
said, “throw yourself down from 
here. 10 For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels 
concerning you 
    to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their 
hands, 
    so that you will not strike 
your foot against a stone.’[d]” 
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: 
‘Do not put the Lord your God 
to the test.’[e]” 

13 When the devil had finished 
all this tempting, he left 
him until an opportune time. 
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background, a family, colleagues, and many other loved ones who are grieving their loss.  Our local 
church community has been extremely fortunate.  While our membership has not had any direct losses, 
family members of our church community have died as a result of this virus.  We lift them up in our 
hearts and prayers in this time, and we mourn along side them.  They are not alone. 

Also, our church leadership is very aware that the vast majority of our congregation is in the ͞high risk͟ 
category, either by age, or other pre-existing condition.  We are committed to doing everything we can 
to preserve the health and safety of our congregation. 

Trust is a very important part of the church culture.  Trust is built over years, but can be destroyed in a 
moment.  Reports of churches in the Midwest being the source of new outbreaks have shown that when 
a member of the congregation comes to a worship service and spreads the virus, a significant of the 
congregation will be infected, 34 reported from a single incident just last week.  Singing is especially 
dangerous to the spread of this virus.  We are taking steps to ensure that when we do ͞open͟ our 
church, we can also maintain this trust. 

I know this will be very difficult.  It is unlikely we will return to ͞business as usual͟ any time soon.  I 
anticipate a very limited number of people being able to attend a service in person.  We prefer this be 
reserved for those that do not have access to our services online or telephonically.  Additionally, once 
we do re-open, it is important that we all comply with the policies we put in place.  All it takes is for one 
group to break the trust we have, in order for the trust of our entire institution to be damaged. 

We are a community.  As a community, we stand together, and we fall together.  The book of Ephesians 
talks a lot about the value of community in this sense.  It is important that we, together, resist the 
temptation to return to ͞business as usual͟ before proper and necessary precautions can be made, 
including but not limited to either a meaningful treatment, a vaccine, or herd immunity.  Jesus spent 40 
days in the wilderness immediately following his baptism, but before going on to lead his ministry.  Jesus 
knew that sometimes, you have to wait.  Sometimes you have to face the temptation face to face.  
Sometimes we have to go through some things, and let the desire grow in our heart.  All of these things 
will make us stronger in the end, they will grow our faith, and grow our understanding of what it means 
to be Christian Community. 

In the end, a church is the people, the community of believers.  Our church is much more than a 
building.  Our building is a tool for ministry.  It is a wonderful blessing, and a statement of our belief.  But 
in the end, our community is much more than a building, our community is our people.  Let͛s be a 
community which can withstand this time of temptation in love and grace.  Let͛s continue to be the 
Body of Christ in our community, diligently seeking out new ways to serve those around us, and to stay 
connected.  Then, when our building does eventually re-open, we will be able to rejoice all the more! 

Sincerely, 

Matt Enzler 

Pastor 

  




