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Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples After His Resurrection, and Gives Them a New 
Direction 

21 After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; 
and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas 
called the Twin,[a] Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of 
his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will 
go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, 
“No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find 
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so 
many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped 
into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards[b] off. 
9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 
bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-
three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are 
you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it 
to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus 
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.   – John, Chapter 21, v. 1-14. 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

As a church, we are living in the high of Easter, remembering our Resurrection in our 
lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is a mystical time of year, in which we are filled with 
confidence in the Lord, knowing our status as fully reconciled children of the Lord, living in 
God’s freely given grace, received by our faith alone.  Yet, it is important that we not become 
complacent in this time, rather, in this time of newfound faith, immediately following the 
introspective, self-evaluative time in Lent, a period designed to help us grow in our faithful   
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relationship with the Lord, we must now take an account of the Lord’s calling on our lives, and 
say: “What now, Lord, what now?” 
 

As a church, we are fast approaching a crossroads, an interchange with endless 
possibilities.  On the one hand, we are fast approaching a time in about a year and a half from 
now in which our denomination will split, and our local church of Bishop Janes UMC will be fully 
allowed to be the welcoming and affirming church which we have repeatedly self-identified as.  
But in the more immediate future, we are looking at the resurrection of our church, as we 
emerge from the Covid-19 era which has drastically shaped and changed our approach to 
ministry over the past 13 months. 

As we emerge from this time period, it is important that we acknowledge a few things, 
1) we absolutely must remain firmly grounded in Jesus Christ.  Our Mission, our focus, our walk, 
our community on the whole must always reflect the full body of Christ, or at least, a church 
which is seeking to become the full body of Christ. 2) We must recognize the grand opportunity 
we have in the present moment to re-envision what a church might look like in the 21st century.  
As we slowly re-open our doors, and create both in-person as well as virtual opportunities to 
engage in worship and all aspects of ministry, we must recognize the opportunity we have to 
shift and change, to be ever more engaging with our community, exploring new and innovative 
ways to bring the light of Christ to those we encounter.   
 Jesus, in the beginning of his ministry, called our to his disciples, and said, “follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.”  Here, in the scripture above, even after Jesus’ 
resurrection, he directs the disciples, saying, “hey, what you are doing isn’t working, try this 
instead.”  We must continue in this fashion to recognize Jesus’ presence in our lives through the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, and hear these calls in our lives, that we too may hear this sage fishing 
advice, that we too may have a bountiful harvest of fish, and all the more people may feast at 
the banquet table of Christ’s Holy Communion. 
 I invite our entire church, over the coming months to be prayerful, and imaginative, 
calling upon the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us individually and corporately, that we may 
move our nets to the right side of the boat, and catch a great harvest.  We need to pray with 
hope, with joy, with love, and with expectation that the Lord will respond to us.  And once we 
pray, we must listen, listen with willing ears and heart, and willing souls to carry out the task 
the Lord is laying out before us.  I invite you to share your ideas with me, and with members of 
church council or ministry leaders throughout our church.  May God direct us as we slowly re-
open our church, that we may be putting our nets into fruitful waters, and be the disciples Jesus 
wants us to be, disciples seeking disciples, fishing for more people to come into our fellowship 
of believers.  Amen! 
 
Pastor Matt 
 

 
 

 
  


