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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 
WHAT IS THE THEOLOGICAL MEANING 

OF EASTER? 
                                                                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 

To some people, Easter is a gathering of family and friends around a ham, it is a holiday 
filled with flowers and new spring dresses, as the aroma of spring looms on the air. This 
pageantry of the holiday is an important part of how we celebrate Easter, as they are symbols of 
new life, but I often find myself wondering if we have forgotten the magnitude of the theological 
event that is Easter.   
 Coming just a few short months after Christmas, the wonder of the Incarnation of our 
Lord has barely worn off, but without Easter, the incarnation of our Eternal-Creator God would 
be much less important.  We already believe that God is with us always, and the Jews knew that, 
too.  So what is it about the Holy Week Celebrations that makes it such an important holiday?  
The answer to this question can be found in Romans, Chapter 5: 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 
might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were 
sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his 
blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.[e] 10 For if while we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, 
having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 But more than that, we even boast 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came 
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13 sin was indeed in the 
world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death exercised 
dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression 
of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of 
the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16 And the free gift is not like the effect 
of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but 
the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because of the one man’s 
trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life 
through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s 
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as by the one man’s   
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disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 20 But law came in, with the result that the trespass multiplied; but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, just as sin exercised dominion 
in death, so grace might also exercise dominion through justification[f] leading to eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
This passage summarily captures the entirety of the theological implications of the Bible 

on the whole.  This passage is the defining passage of what we believe in as “believers in Christ.” 
This is the Gospel, in short, the message we profess when we identify ourselves as Christians to 
the world around us.  A few key points: 

1) We acknowledge our broken nature, that through the sin of Adam and Eve and all 
humans thereafter including ourselves, all humans live separated from God, outside of 
our eternal state where we are meant to be, Eden. 

2) We acknowledge a God who loves us, who pours out freely given grace to us, a grace 
which we cannot earn, but receive through faith.  It is through this grace alone which 
we are made clean and pure of our sin, and can reclaim our perfected nature, and re-
enter the presence of God. 

3) The Passion (death) is proof of God’s love, as we believe Jesus took on the sin of the 
world.  Only a person, fully human, could pay the penalty of all the sin of humanity, 
and yet only God Incarnate, could live such a life free from sin such as to be a worthy 
sacrifice; thus Jesus was both fully human and fully God. Jesus, as God incarnate, took 
on the sin, voluntarily, paying the price for the sin of all humanity. 

4) The Resurrection of Christ is proof of God’s grace fulfilled.  Our Creeds articulate that 
Jesus took on the sin, died and was buried, then was resurrected, and ascended to the 
right hand of the Father.  In our faith, we claim this same resurrection from our death, 
and look forward to the time of our re-unification with the eternal God, returning home 
to “Eden” or a similar state in the presence of our Lord. 

 
That we can stand forgiven of our sins, freed from the bondage of sin is truly the most 

miraculous thing about the Gospel of Christ.  When I sit and survey the cross, when I ponder the 
magnitude of the grace that has been poured out over me, when I take an account of the sin that I 
have committed against our Lord, and yet, am reminded of this grace that God has poured out, and 
continues to shower me with daily, I can easily become overwhelmed.  Our God is a God of 
awesome and unending love.   
 This Easter, let’s pay special attention to the magnitude of this event, that the creator of the 
Universe lived and died for us that we might come to know their grace more fully, and live the life 
we were intended to live.  In my humble opinion, this week, this day, is more important than 
Christmas (though admittedly, it doesn’t make sense without Christmas).  As we remember the 
great sacrifice of our Incarnate God who came to live among us, to die for us, and to be resurrected 
as a sign of our eternal hope, I hope you can take an account of the grace you have received in 
Christ, and give thanks.  In this spirit of thankfulness, we praise God more fully, and worship more 
meaningfully. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Matt Enzler  
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