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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
REV. MATHEW J. ENZLER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When I think about Jesus’ baptism, I stand in awe of the work of the Spirit.  In this 
scene, we have all three members of the trinity present: Jesus being baptized, the 
Holy Spirit descending upon Him, and God the Father pronouncing both Jesus’ 
son-ship, and His pleasure in Jesus.  We see how these essences of God all work 
together, commune together, are one, and yet are different.  The Holy Mystery of 
the trinity is one which continues to confound us today. 
 The important part of the 
baptism that I want to focus on today is 
the Role of John, the Baptist, or 
Baptizer.  In Baptism, we enter into a 
three-way covenant relationship 
between the Baptizee, God, and the 
community of faith.  John here 
represents the community of faith.  
Though he didn’t feel himself worthy of 
baptizing the Lord, Jesus himself 
insisted. 
 Jesus continues to insist that we 
participate in baptism, both as the 
baptized, as well as the community of 
faith.  When we, as a church, baptize 
somebody into the community, we make promises to them, promises to nurture 
them, support them, help them in their walk of faith, and in their life.  It is a well-
rounded covenant of accountability on the one hand, but also nurture and 
support on the other. 
  

MATTHEW 3: 13-17: 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 
Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for 
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, 
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on 
him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved,[d] with whom I am well pleased.” 
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Through the Month of September, as we kick off with a Baptism on Sunday Sept. 
6, and on weeks thereafter, as we admit previously baptized persons into our 
membership either by profession of faith or transfer of membership, I call on you 
to remember your baptism.  More than that, I call on you to renew faithfulness in 
that covenant community, your commitment to grow individually, as well as with 
the rest of the community.    
 Ephesians is a great book to talk about the strengths of Christian 
community.  When we grow together, we uplift and support each other.  Without 
each other, we grow weak and we can fail.  Our strength is in our community.  I 
urge us all to consider this September how we are participating in this community 
of faith.  Many things have changed in the past 6 months, due to the COVID19 
pandemic, but this is also a time to reflect and grow.  How can we live out our 
baptismal covenant in times such as this?  How can we use our spiritual gifts not 
only for personal growth, but for the benefit of the community on the whole?  
How can we live out our baptismal covenant more fully, even amidst a pandemic? 
  


